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Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

CRIPT Platform 

Terms of Use 

 

Overview 

Welcome to the Community Resource for Innovation in Polymer Technology (CRIPT) Platform (the 
“CRIPT Platform” or “Platform”), a project funded by the National Science Foundation (“NSF”) Innovation 
and Technology Ecosystems, and led by the Chemical Engineering Department at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (“MIT”).  

The purpose of the CRIPT Platform is to enable and empower researchers to capture and share polymer 
knowledge.  

More specifically, the CRIPT Platform will enable user researchers to: (a) collect and store pre-published 
polymer datasets being used and/or developed in ongoing research activities in real-time (the “Non-public 
CRIPT Data”) and (b) publish polymer datasets to the CRIPT research community and, to the extent 
published by the CRIPT research community, the general public (the “Public CRIPT Data”). The Non-
public CRIPT Data and the Public CRIPT Data will collectively be referred to as the “Data.”  

These Terms of Use govern your use of this Platform and the Data. The “Platform” includes all information, 
tools, materials, applications, updates, notifications, user interfaces and any other features and functionality 
(including but not limited to, all software, text, displays, images, video and audio, and the design, selection 
and arrangement thereof), and any other content found on the Platform.  

The terms “we”, “us”, “our” and similar terms refer to MIT.  The terms “you,” “your,” “user” and 
“Researcher” and similar terms refer to users of our Platform.  The “Terms” or “Agreement” refers to these 
Terms of Use, as may be amended from time to time by us. Other capitalized terms may be defined below 
in these Terms.   

Acceptance of Terms of Use 

Please read these Terms of Use carefully.  These Terms, which include our Privacy Policy, are a binding 
legal agreement and govern your use of the Platform.  By checking the “I accept the Terms of Use” box 
during the account set up or by otherwise using the Platform or Data, you accept and agree to be bound 
by these Terms as amended from time to time. If you do not agree to these Terms, you are not authorized 
to use, and you should not use, the Platform. You may not use this Platform unless you, as an individual 
researcher, and an authorized representative from your institution or organization, have each expressly 
agreed to these Terms of Use, and agreed to be bound by these Terms as amended from time to time.   

Any use of the Platform and the Data not expressly permitted by these Terms of Use is a breach of these 
Terms of Use, and MIT may immediately suspend or revoke your access to the Platform.  
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Changes to the Terms of Use  

MIT reserves the right to change these Terms of Use at any time in its sole discretion by posting revisions 
on the Platform. Such revisions will be effective immediately upon posting them to the Platform. Your use 
of the Platform after such changes have been posted shall constitute your acceptance of the revised Terms 
of Use. 

Use of the Platform 

In order to use the Platform, you will need to provide to us certain basic information: (a) your name; (b) 
academic or research institution; (c) email address; (d) ORCID ID; and (e) Platform username and 
password.  You agree that all information you provide to us will be complete, true and correct and that you 
will keep it up-to-date.  

You agree that you are located in the United States and affiliated with an academic or research 
institution/organization in the United States.   You will be responsible for securing your user name and 
password and not disclosing it to any other person (including other researchers at your 
institution/organization).   You are solely liable for any use of the Platform under your account and 
password.  You agree to notify us promptly of any unauthorized use or disclosure of your password.   

You agree to notify us promptly if you transfer to a new research institution/organization or if you are no 
longer associated, or affiliated, with the research institution/organization that has accepted these Terms of 
Use. An authorized representative of your new research institution/organization must separately agree to 
these Terms of Use before you may continue your use of the Platform.  

We reserve the right to refuse your use of the Platform at any time, at our discretion, if we believe you have 
violated these Terms of Use or otherwise violated the law.  

Use of the Platform while it is maintained by MIT is offered free of charge.  However, you understand that 
should MIT transfer the Platform to another entity in the future, fees may apply.   

 
User Obligations 

Your use of the Platform shall be solely for your own educational, research and academic use.  You will 
not use the Platform unless you have received express permission from your institution/organization.  You 
will comply with all applicable laws in connection with your use of the Platform, as well as all applicable 
policies of your institution/organization. You will not attempt to circumnavigate or violate any security 
feature of the Platform, including accessing any Platform features, interactive areas, information or profiles 
for which you do not have permission.  

All users are responsible for their own use of the Platform.  Users also assume responsibility for any adverse 
events associated with uploading Data to the Platform and accessing and/or using Data from the Platform.   

More specifically, as part of your use of the Platform, you represent and warrant that you: 
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1. Have all necessary permissions and consents to: (a) use and upload the Non-public CRIPT Data 
that you upload; (b) permit MIT to publicly disclose the Non-public CRIPT Data that you designate 
as Public CRIPT Data; (c) permit MIT and CRIPT users to publicly disclose Public CRIPT Data 
uploaded by you; and (d) permit all uses of the Data as set forth in these Terms of Use.  

2. Will not upload CRIPT Data to the Platform that is export-controlled as such may be deemed 
pursuant to U.S. export control laws and regulations, including, without limitation, the Export 
Administration Regulations and the U.S. International Traffic in Arms Regulations.   

3. Will not attempt to access, or access, other users’ Non-Public CRIPT Data, unless you are otherwise 
lawfully permitted to do so (e.g., you and another user are research collaborators from the same 
research institution/organization). 

4. Will promptly contact CRIPT at cript_report@mit.edu if you believe that any Data is inaccurate, 
erroneous, fraudulent or improperly accessible and provide MIT with all known details relating to 
your concern. In MIT’s sole judgment and discretion, MIT will cause the relevant Data to be 
modified or removed from the Platform. 

5. Will not include any personally identifiable information or protected health information in any 
CRIPT Data you upload to the Platform. 

6. Will not upload any CRIPT Data originating outside of the United States or stored outside of the 
United States. 

7. Will properly attribute the source of Public CRIPT Data according to generally accepted academic 
publishing standards and with proper reference to the CRIPT Platform. 

 
Use and Storage of Data  

You agree:  

1. To download local copies of Public CRIPT Data for research and research publication purposes 
only.   

2. That until such time as your Non-public CRIPT Data becomes Public CRIPT Data, you may request 
that MIT remove or modify your Non-public CRIPT Data. However, you understand that CRIPT 
may permanently retain, display and disclose all Public CRIPT Data or, may, in MIT’s sole 
discretion, remove or modify all or some Public CRIPT Data from the Platform. 

3. That if you delete your CRIPT user account, you will have 14 days from such de-activation to 
delete your Non-public Data. After such 14 period, any remaining Non-public CRIPT Data will be 
deleted and MIT will have no responsibility to you or your institution to retrieve such Non-public 
CRIPT Data for you.  

4. That if we terminate your access to the Platform for any reason, we will make commercially 
reasonable efforts to notify you at the email address you provide to us during your account 
registration and you will have fourteen (14) days from such notice to download your Non-public 
CRIPT Data; after such fourteen (14) day period, any remaining Non-public CRIPT Data will be 
deleted, and MIT will have no responsibility to you or your institution to retrieve such Non-public 
CRIPT Data for you. 

5. That if CRIPT is no longer maintained by MIT, MIT will have the right (but not the obligation) to 
transfer all existing Data to another archival service. In such case, MIT will post a notification on 
the Platform and make commercially reasonable efforts to notify you at the email address you 
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provide to us during your account registration. You will have fourteen (14) days to download your 
Non-public CRIPT Data; after such fourteen (14) day period, any remaining Non-public CRIPT 
Data will be transferred unless you have, within such fourteen (14) day period, expressly opted-out 
of such transfer, in which case your Non-public CRIPT Data will be deleted and MIT will have no 
responsibility to you or your institution to retrieve such Non-public CRIPT Data for you.  

6. That neither CRIPT nor MIT assumes any responsibility for losses incurred by you or your 
institution in the event that Data stored by CRIPT is lost or corrupted. 

7. That neither CRIPT nor MIT assumes any responsibility for any Non-Public CRIPT Data 
inadvertently published or made public, whether such event occurs as a result of your action or 
omission or the act or omission of another user or MIT. 

8. That CRIPT reserves the right to use any Data for the following purposes: 

 

a) To improve the CRIPT Platform: e.g., detect and fix technical problems or identify new 
features that would be helpful. 

b) To secure, archive and backup Data. 

c) To provide technical support to users. 

d) To ask for Feedback. 

e) To send users information about the Platform. 

f) To conduct research on the Platform, including, for example, analyzing the use of Data by 
users on the Platform.  

 

Intellectual Property Rights 

1. Platform: The Platform and all associated marks, names and logos, are owned by MIT, its licensors, 
collaborators, or other providers. “MIT”, “Massachusetts Institute of Technology”, and its logos 
and seal are trademarks of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Except for purposes of 
attribution as required pursuant to these Terms of Use, you may not use MIT’s names or logos 
(including the name “CRIPT”), or any variations thereof, without prior written consent of MIT. 
You may not use the MIT name in any of its forms nor MIT seals or logos for promotional purposes, 
or in any way that deliberately or inadvertently claims, suggests, or in MIT’s sole judgment gives 
the appearance or impression of a relationship with or endorsement by MIT. 

2. Data: Ownership of all Data uploaded to the Platform by you shall remain with you, your institution 
or another relevant third party, as applicable. By uploading your Non-public CRIPT Data on the 
Platform you hereby grant MIT, and any assignee of this Platform, a worldwide, non-exclusive 
license to use and copy (for purposes of hosting the Platform and performing permitted uses of 
Data as otherwise set forth in this Agreement), during the period in which your Non-public CRIPT 
Data is contained on the Platform.  Further, by uploading Public CRIPT Data on the Platform and/or 
by identifying your Data as Public CRIPT Data, you hereby grant MIT and all CRIPT users a 
perpetual, worldwide, irrevocable, non-exclusive license to use, copy, share and publicly disclose 
your Data for educational, research and academic purposes.  For avoidance of doubt, you hereby 
acknowledge and agree that MIT will disclose your Public CRIPT Data to other users on this 
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Platform who may further disclose your Public CRIPT Data to third parties, including in 
conjunction with research publications.  Further, MIT  may, in MIT’s discretion, attach a digital 
object identifier to such dataset for public, unambiguous identification and reference purposes, 
which shall require such dataset to be permanently archived and not accessible for modification or 
removal by you or your institution, except pursuant to these Terms of Use.   

 

3. Feedback: If and to the extent you provide any feedback, suggestions, recommendations, analysis 
or other information to CRIPT or MIT in connection with your use of the Platform (“Feedback”), 
you hereby grant MIT a perpetual, worldwide, irrevocable, non-exclusive license to use, reproduce, 
disclose, distribute, modify, and prepare derivative works of such Feedback for any purpose 
whatsoever. 

 

4. Blog Content: MIT will have the right, but not the obligation, to, as part of the Platform, host a 
CRIPT blog to which you may request permission from MIT to contribute.  In the event MIT 
accepts your submitted blog post, you hereby grant MIT a perpetual, worldwide, irrevocable, non-
exclusive license to reproduce, distribute, and publicly display your blog post. 

 

5. Retained Rights: No right, title or interest in or to the Platform or any other users’ Data contained 
herein is transferred to you, and all rights not expressly granted are reserved by MIT or other users, 
as applicable.  

Prohibited Uses 

1. You may use the Platform only for lawful purposes and in accordance with these Terms of Use. 
You agree not to use the Platform: 

a. To reproduce, sell or exploit for any commercial purposes any part of the Platform, 
including Data contained in the Platform, access to the Platform, or use of the Platform. 

b. To copy and transfer Data to another database, including a private or public (e.g., open 
access) repository. 

c. In any way that violates any applicable federal, state, local and international law or 
regulation. 

d. To engage in any other conduct that restricts or inhibits anyone’s use or enjoyment of the 
Platform, or which, as determined by MIT, may harm MIT or users of the Platform or 
expose them to liability (for example, in a manner that could disable, overburden, damage, 
or impair the Platform) or in any way may provide another user with false, misleading or 
harmful information. 

2. Additionally, you agree not to: 

a. Use any manual process to monitor or impermissibly copy any of the material on the 
Platform or for any other unauthorized purpose without the prior written consent of MIT. 

b. Introduce any viruses, Trojan horses, worms, logic bombs or other material which is 
malicious or technologically harmful. 
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c. Attempt to gain unauthorized access to, interfere with, damage or disrupt any part of the 
Platform, the server on which any part of the Platform is stored or any server, computer or 
database connected to the Platform. 

d. Abuse of the Platform, intentional or inadvertent, via a denial-of-service attack or a 
distributed denial-of-service attack.  

e. Access or search or attempt to access or search the Platform by any means (automated or 
otherwise, including, without limitation, by using any crawler, spider or other web scraper) 
other than through our currently available, published interfaces provided by MIT. 

f. Otherwise attempt to interfere with the proper working of the Platform. 

 

Accessing this Platform  

1. MIT will not be responsible or liable if for any reason all or any part of the Platform is unavailable 
at any time or for any period. MIT may suspend access to the entire Platform, or some parts of the 
Platform, or close it indefinitely, in MIT’s discretion. 

2. You are responsible for making all arrangements necessary for you to have access to the Platform. 

 
Monitoring and Enforcement  

1. MIT has the right to:  
a. Take appropriate legal action, including without limitation, referral to law enforcement, for 

any illegal or unauthorized use of the Platform; and  
b. Terminate your access to all or part of the Platform for any or no reason, including without 

limitation any violation of these Terms of Use.  

DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES 

You acknowledge that the Platform is in a research phase and all outcomes from use of the Platform or any 
Data contained herein are not known.  You acknowledge that MIT makes no warranty that the Data you 
access on the Platform is accurate or that the owner of such Data has given permission for your use of the 
Data.  YOUR USE OF THE PLATFORM AND THE DATA IS AT YOUR OWN RISK. THE 
PLATFORM AND THE DATA ARE PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” AND “AS AVAILABLE” BASIS.   

MIT, ON BEHALF OF ITSELF AND ITS SPONSORS AND COLLABORATORS, MAKES NO 
REPRESENTATIONS, WARRANTIES OR COVENANTS, WHETHER STATUTORY, EXPRESS, 
IMPLIED, BY COURSE OF COMMUNICATION OR DEALING, OR OTHERWISE WITH RESPECT 
TO THE PLATFORM, DATA AND ANY RESULTING RESEARCH OR OTHER USE OF THE DATA.  
MIT, ON BEHALF OF ITSELF AND ITS SPONSORS AND COLLABORATORS, SPECIFICALLY 
DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTY WITH REGARD TO FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE, 
MERCHANTABILITY OR NON-INFRINGEMENT.  

WITHOUT LIMITING THE GENERALITY OF THE FOREGOING, MIT, ON BEHALF OF ITSELF 
AND ITS SPONSORS AND COLLABORATORS, MAKES NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND THAT 
THE PLATFORM AND DATA AND ANY RESULTING RESEARCH OR OTHER USE OF THE DATA 
WILL MEET YOUR OR ANY THIRD PARTY’S REQUIREMENTS, OR ACHIEVE ANY INTENDED 
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RESULT OR THAT THE USE OF THE DATA WILL COMPLY WITH INTERNATIONAL, FEDERAL, 
STATE OR MUNICIPAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS.      

MIT, ON BEHALF OF ITSELF AND ITS SPONSORS AND COLLABORATORS, DISCLAIMS ANY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR OR ASSURANCES REGARDING THE QUALITY, FUNCTIONALITY, OR 
SAFETY OF ANY RESEARCH RESULTING FROM OR RELATING TO YOUR USE OF DATA 
ACCESSED ON THE PLATFORM, OR ANY DEFECT, ERRORS OR MALFUNCTION IN 
CONNECTION THEREWITH.     

YOU UNDERSTAND AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT: YOU ARE A LEARNED INDIVIDUAL THAT 
HAS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN ANY AND ALL INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE 
USE OF ANY DATA ACCESSED ON THE PLATFORM; YOU HAVE NO OBLIGATION TO USE 
THE PLATFORM OR DATA AND YOU DO SO IN YOUR SOLE DISCRETION; YOU HAVE 
ACCEPTED ALL RESPONSIBILITY AND MIT, ON BEHALF OF ITSELF AND ITS SPONSORS AND 
COLLABORATORS, RETAINS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR USE OF ANY DATA; AND YOU 
WILL COMPLY WITH ALL LAWS AND GOVERNMENTAL RULES, REGULATIONS AND 
GUIDELINES, INCLUDING ANY SAFETY PRECAUTIONS, THAT ARE APPLICABLE TO ANY 
DATA OR THE USE THEREOF.  

MIT does not guarantee or warrant that files available for downloading from the Internet or the Platform 
will be free of viruses or other destructive code. NEITHER MIT NOR ANY PERSON ASSOCIATED 
WITH MIT MAKES ANY WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION WITH RESPECT TO THE 
SECURITY, RELIABILITY, QUALITY, OR AVAILABILITY OF THE PLATFORM AND THE DATA. 
MIT WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE CAUSED BY A DISTRIBUTED 
DENIAL-OF-SERVICE ATTACK, VIRUSES OR OTHER TECHNOLOGICALLY HARMFUL 
MATERIAL THAT MAY INFECT YOUR COMPUTER EQUIPMENT, COMPUTER PROGRAMS, 
DATA OR OTHER PROPRIETARY MATERIAL DUE TO YOUR USE OF THE PLATFORM, THE 
DATA, YOUR DOWNLOADING OF ANY AVAILABLE DATA, OR YOUR USE OF ANY 
WEBPLATFORM LINKED TO THE PLATFORM.   

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

TO THE FULLEST EXTENT ALLOWABLE BY LAW, IN NO EVENT WILL MIT, ITS TRUSTEES, 
DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, FACULTY, STUDENTS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, AFFILIATES, 
VOLUNTEERS, SPONSORS AND COLLABORATORS AND THEIR RESPECTIVE SUCCESSORS, 
HEIRS AND ASSIGNS BE LIABLE OR RESPONSIBLE FOR, OR INDEMNIFY YOU OR ANY THIRD 
PARTY FOR, DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 
EXEMPLARY DAMAGES OF ANY KIND, UNDER ANY LEGAL THEORY, ARISING OUT OF OR 
IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR USE, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE PLATFORM, THE DATA, ANY 
WEBPLATFORMS LINKED TO THE PLATFORM; ANY RESULTING RESEARCH; ANY ERROR, 
FAILURE OR DEFECT OF THE DATA; OR ANY HARM OR INJURY CAUSED BY USE OF THE 
DATA.  

Indemnification 

To the fullest extent permitted by law, your institution/organization shall indemnify MIT and all of its 
trustees, directors, officers, faculty, students, employees, agents, affiliates, volunteers, and collaborators 
and their respective successors, heirs and assigns (collectively, the “Indemnified Parties”) from and against 
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any and all losses and liabilities, including, without limitation, reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred by the 
Indemnified Parties in connection with any claim arising from or related to your breach of these Terms of 
Use, your access and use of, or inability to access and/or use, the Platform and the Data. You and your 
institution/organization shall cooperate as fully as reasonably required in the defense of any such claim.   

Platform Assistance 

You understand that MIT does not provide customer assistance or technical support for use of the Platform. 
You may contact us concerning technical problems but MIT is under no obligation to fix or correct any 
technical issue. 

Links from the Platform  

If the Platform contains links to other websites and resources provided by or hosted by third parties, these 
links are provided for your convenience only. MIT has no control over the contents of those websites or 
resources and accepts no responsibility for them or for any loss or damage that may arise from your use of 
them. If you decide to access any of the third-party websites linked to the Platform, you do so entirely at 
your own risk and subject to the terms and conditions of use for such websites. 

Assignment 

You agree that MIT may, in its sole discretion, transfer the operation, maintenance and control of the 
Platform to another entity without your prior consent. You hereby agree and acknowledge that MIT may 
assign this Terms of Use to such other entity without your prior consent.  In the event MIT does assign 
these Terms of Use, MIT will post a notification on the Platform and take commercially reasonable efforts 
to notify you at the email address you have provided during your account registration. 

Geographic Restrictions 

The Platform is operated by MIT from Cambridge, Massachusetts in the United States of America. The 
Platform and the Data is not intended for distribution to, or use by, any person or entity in any jurisdiction 
or country where such distribution or use would be contrary to law or regulation or which would subject 
MIT to any registration or other requirement within such jurisdiction or country. MIT reserves the right to 
limit access or availability of the Platform to any person, geographic region or jurisdiction.  

Governing Law 

These Terms of Use and all disputes or controversies arising out of or relating to these Terms of Use and 
your use of the Platform and the Data shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts without regard to conflicts of law provisions that would require the 
laws of another jurisdiction to apply.  You hereby expressly consent to the personal jurisdiction and venue 
in the state and federal courts located in Massachusetts for any lawsuit arising from or related to these 
Terms.  

Entire Agreement, Waiver and Severability 
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These Terms constitute the entire agreement between you and MIT with respect to your use of the Platform 
and Data, and supersede any prior agreements between you and MIT regarding your use of the Platform 
and/or Data.  No waiver of these Terms of Use by MIT shall be deemed a further or continuing waiver of 
such term or condition or any other term or condition, and any failure of MIT to assert a right or provision 
under these Terms of Use shall not constitute a waiver of such right or provision.  If any provision of these 
Terms of Use is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable for any 
reason, such provision shall be eliminated or limited to the minimum extent such that the remaining 
provisions of the Terms of Use will continue in full force and effect. 

Comments and Concerns 

1. The Platform is operated by MIT. All technical issues or questions may be directed 
to cript@mit.edu, provided that MIT is not under any obligation to respond to your email or make 
any requested fix. 

2. All other Feedback and comments concerning the Platform and the Data, including any specific 
concern about singular datasets or the Data more generally, or other general inquiries related to 
CRIPT should be directed to cript@mit.edu .  

 

These Terms of Use must be agreed to by an authorized representative of your institution.   Please 
complete the institutional consent and signature form below and email it to cript@mit.edu. 

Thank you for visiting our Platform. 
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Institutional Agreement to CRIPT Terms of Use   

The following section must be completed by someone who is authorized to accept the CRIPT Terms 
of Use on behalf of your institution (i.e., an Authorized Representative). 

 

Name of your institution:________________________________________________________________ 

Printed name of Authorized Representative signing on behalf of your institution: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the institution named above, I represent that I am duly authorized to sign this document on 
behalf of the named institution, and I hereby agree to the CRIPT Terms of Use for all researchers at my 
institution, (recommended), or 

I hereby agree to the CRIPT Terms of Use for the specific researchers at my institution listed below: 

  1. ____________________________________  11. ____________________________________  

  2. ____________________________________  12. ____________________________________  

  3. ____________________________________  13. ____________________________________  

  4. ____________________________________  14. ____________________________________  

  5. ____________________________________              15. ____________________________________  

  6. ____________________________________  16. ____________________________________  

  7. ____________________________________  17. ____________________________________  

  8. ____________________________________              18. ____________________________________  

  9. ____________________________________  19. ____________________________________  

10. ____________________________________  20. ____________________________________  

 

Signature of authorized representative: _________________________________________________ 

Title: ____________ 

Date: ____________ 

Email: ___________ 

Telephone: ________ 

 

Please email this signed document to: cript@mit.edu 

mailto:cript@mit.edu
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